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Student Success in
Writing Conference
APRIL 16, 2021 • VIRTUAL

HOSTED BY

DEPARTMENT OF
WRITING AND LINGUISTICS

CONTINUING EDUCATION

Remembering Professor Andy Berger
This year, the Student Success in Writing Conference takes place in memory
of our colleague and former conference co-chair, Andy Berger, who was
dedicated to SSWC and embodied both teaching excellence and commitment
to student success.

I

t would be exceedingly easy to define Andy Berger
by his interests, because for Andy to feel passionate
about something meant he immersed himself in it. With
Kentucky basketball it was an encyclopedic endeavor. He
knew the history frontwards and backwards, the trends,
the waxing and waning of a program and its triumphs
and losses. With music, Andy lived and breathed the art,
experienced bands and artists universally known and
acts he’d come across one time by accident in a dive bar.
He wrote beautifully about music. He examined songs
and albums and discographies, tracked the changes
and evolutions of artists, how they found their way into
their verses and choruses, and what those songs and
efforts said about them and society and being a person
making their way through the world. To listen to Andy
talk or read his writing about basketball or music was to
believe that some things in the world meant something
and that life was worth living.

Evenhanded Respect and Kindness
But any conversation about Andy would be incomplete
without talking about the human being. He was restlessly
thoughtful and fundamentally decent. I had the chance
to watch Andy in committee meetings, in conferences
with students, chatting over beers, hosting people in
his home, and chewing the fat while he flipped burgers
on his grill. He treated everyone with an evenhanded
respect and kindness, regardless of whether that
person was a friend or stranger or someone with less
or more power. He was smart. Impressively smart. But
he made room and space for other’s opinions, feelings,
and experiences. And when he talked to people you
could see, even if it was waiting on a drink at a bar or at
a recruiting event and a line of potential students were
waiting behind someone he might never meet again,
there was an admirable calmness in his willingness to
listen.

occasion to rest, he chipped in. He asked after people.
How their classes were going. How their lives were
shaping up. He was supportive and maintained a level of
thoughtfulness and levelheadedness, even in the face
of undeniable unfairness and injustice, that most of us
would simply be incapable of.

Impassioned About Justice
That evenness should not be mistaken for apathy. Or
indifference. Andy was impassioned about justice. He
wanted to make the world a better place, by helping
students find their way, by speaking out against
inequality and cruelty, by being an example and by
maintaining a sense of hope even as moments and
controversies might have worn out others. Andy had a
moral compass to be truly admired. He had an incredible
heart.

Thrilled to be a Husband and Father
He loved his home state of Kentucky, his family, and,
above all, his wife and his son. The only times I ever
saw him more excited than discussing a new album
or a down-to-the-wire conference game or something
innovative a student had figured out in their work was
when he talked about Dawn and Arlo waiting on him
back home. He was deliriously thrilled to be a husband
and a father, and he imbued all the obsessive energy
he had once reserved for his hobbies into those roles
and more.
That we lost him so soon is a misfortune and he should
have had so many more years, but he fit so much living
and so much love into what time he had. We were so
lucky to have him and I know no one who knew him,
whether it’s his colleagues or friends or students, will
forget him.

As a colleague, he volunteered. If something needed
done, if hands weren’t raised, even if it meant less time
to focus on his obsessions and career and just the
Written by Professor Jared Yates Sexton. Andy died at age 37
after cardiac arrest and unexpected complications.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
THANK YOU TO OUR DEPARTMENT
CHAIR FOR HIS SUPPORT
Russell Willerton, Department of Writing &
Linguistics, Georgia Southern University

THANK YOU TO OUR
PROPOSAL REVIEWERS
Nan LoBue, Georgia Southern University
Sheila Nielsen, Georgia Southern University
Amy Perry, Georgia Southern University
Krista Petrosino, Georgia Southern University

DEPARTMENT OF WRITING AND LINGUISTICS

LeighAnn Williams, Georgia Southern
University

THANK YOU TO OUR ORGANIZING TEAM
Conference Co-Chairs
Nan LoBue, Department of Writing & Linguistics, Georgia Southern University
Sheila Nielsen, Department of Writing & Linguistics, Georgia Southern University

Team Members
Amy Perry, English Language Program, Georgia Southern University
Krista Petrosino, Department of Writing & Linguistics, Georgia Southern University
LeighAnn Williams, Department of Writing & Linguistics, Georgia Southern University

3

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
HOW TO ACCESS SESSIONS

Friday, April 16, 2021
7:30 - 8:15 a.m.

Technical Assistance

8:15 - 8:30 a.m.

Welcome and Introductions

8:30 - 9:30 a.m.

Keynote Address • Daniel
Anderson, “Authoring
Authenticity: Assignments that
Motivate Today’s Writers”

9:30 - 9:45 a.m.

Break • Session Change

9:45 - 10:45 a.m.

Session One Breakouts

10:45 - 11:00 a.m.

Break • Session Change

11:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Session Two Breakouts

11:30 - 11:45 a.m.

Break • Session Change

11:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

Session Three Breakouts

12:15 - 1:00 p.m.

Lunch

1:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Session Four Breakouts

2:00 - 2:15 p.m.

Break • Session Change

2:15 - 2:45 p.m.

Session Five Breakouts

2:45 - 3:00 p.m.

Break • Session Change

3:00 - 3:30 p.m.

Session Six Breakouts

3:30 - 3:45 p.m.

Break • Session Change

3:45 - 4:15 p.m.

Session Seven Breakouts

4:15 - 4:30 p.m.

Break • Session Change

4:30 - 5:00 p.m.

Session Eight Breakouts

Choose a Session
From the conference event website, navigate to
the “Schedule” tab to see the day’s sessions.

Click Join Session
To join a live session, click the “Join Session”
button beneath the session title. Please note:
Session waiting rooms will open 15 minutes
before the listed start time.

Launch Zoom
Enter your personal information and click the
URL to join your session.

Install the latest version of Zoom to access all sessions
and breakout rooms.
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CONFERENCE KEYNOTE
DANIEL ANDERSON
University of North Carolina

Daniel Anderson is Director of both the Carolina Digital Humanities
and the Digital Innovation Lab at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. He studies digital rhetoric, teaching with technology, and
alternative approaches to scholarship. His books on teaching include
Connections: A Guide to Online Writing, Writing About Literature in the
Media Age, and Beyond Words: Reading and Writing in a Digital Age.
He also creates new media performance art and scholarship using the
computer screen as a composing space.

PRESENTATION TYPES

Individual Practice

Individual Research

FOLLOW US!

@StudentSuccessinWriting
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Panels

SESSION ONE
FRIDAY, APRIL 16
7:30 - 8:15 am

Technical Assistance

8:15 - 8:30 a.m.

Welcome and Introductions

8:30 - 9:30 a.m.

Keynote Address
Authoring Authenticity: Assignments that Motivate Today’s Writers
Daniel Anderson, University of North Carolina
Motivating learners is key to success in both high school and college classrooms. For writing instructors,
crafting assignments that connect with student backgrounds and that speak to authentic rhetorical
situations can result in internal motivation. Projects like playlists, podcasts, and videos tap into interests
that can drive engagement. These projects also introduce new literacies, bolster traditional writing skills,
and help students move among varied writing situations. Adding authentic modes of assessment can
further the benefits of bringing real-world rhetorical tasks into the writing classroom.

9:30 - 9:45 a.m.

Break • Session Change

9:45 - 10:45 a.m.

Session One Breakouts
Empowering “Bad Writers” with Multimodal Writing Assignments
Mary McGinnis, College of Coastal Georgia
Jennifer Gray, College of Coastal Georgia
This session is geared toward English teachers and tutors. It will focus on the how and why of multimodal
assignments, including training strategies for tutors and feedback that can be shared to support student
voices via multimodal writing. In addition, assignments, tutor training materials, and student work will be
discussed. Participants will leave the session with a clear understanding of the theory and practice of
multimodal assignments.

“It’s HIP to be Square!”: The Four Cornerstones of First-Year Writing Retention
for a Post-COVID World
Jessica Mattox, Old Dominion University
Cyndy Lopez Guerrero, Old Dominion University
Mary Ann Zehr, Old Dominion University
Tomas Guerrero, Old Dominion University
With growing numbers of nontraditional students, students of color, and first-generation students enrolling
in colleges and universities, it is imperative to equip FYW instructors with tools to promote student success
and retention. To increase retention in a post-COVID era, this panel proposes four “cornerstones” for twoyear and four-year college faculty to adopt in writing classrooms: the use of high-impact practices (HIPS)
of course themes, recursive rhetorical practices, inclusive assignment design, and translanguaging. In
this session, the presenters will lead participants through activities that highlight how the cornerstones
contribute to a sense of student belonging, which affects students’ decisions to continue to enroll at a given
institution.
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SESSION ONE / SESSION TWO
Introducing the Feed-Forward (Not Feedback) Continuum
Josef Vice, Purdue University
Teresa Kelly, Purdue University
Changing the process of assessing student writing can increase student engagement and make assessment
more meaningful. Combining feedforward practices with the concept of grading as a continuum involving
pre-grading self-assessment, assessment, and post-grading student reflection further improves the
effectiveness of the experience for students and faculty. In this session, participants will examine what
Feedforward coaching is and how it can be applied to the assessment of students’ writing performance and
explore integrating Feedforward coaching into the grading continuum.

10:45 - 11:00 a.m.

Break • Session Change

11:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Session Two Breakouts
Moving from Multiculturalism to Antiracism in the ESL Writing Classroom
Christina Michaud, Boston University
English as a Second Language (ESL) writing teachers may have already diversified their curriculum, with
readings proudly seen as “multicultural.” Attendees will discuss the challenges involved in moving beyond
this simple view to truly antiracist classrooms. Strategies for antiracism approaches to readings, grammar,
and grading will be presented. This session will be interactive with some discussion of sample student texts
and possible reactions to them, on the level of both grammar and content, with an explicitly antiracist lens.

Student Engagement with Written Feedback
Gillian Steinberg, SAR High School
This session will explore techniques to promote student engagement with written feedback. Teachers
devote significant time to written comments while students may read them only cursorily. Employing
techniques for active engagement with comments increases learning opportunities and ensures that
teachers’ time responding is well spent.

Role-Playing Scenarios in the Writing Classroom
Timothy Giles, Georgia Southern University
Role-playing games have long been part of the corporate world, but they have recently engaged the
university curriculum, with dynamic results. First developing in history and other humanities classes, they
can also provide FYW and other writing students an engaging context for their work. How to play these
games is explained and critiqued, with suggestions for how potential problems may be avoided. Where the
curious instructor can find micro-games, which can be played in one or two classes, is included, as well as
support for developing new games to highlight contemporary issues.

11:30 - 11:45 a.m.

Break • Session Change
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SESSION THREE
11:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

Session Three Breakouts
It’s Not an Error, It’s a Tool: Comma Splices in First-Year College Writing
Sean Barnette, Lander University
Writing teachers are conflicted about comma splices: they and other academic readers routinely categorize
a splice as a serious error, yet we also recognize that “real” writing frequently includes this “error” in
otherwise unobjectionable prose. In fact, FYW students typically produce comma splices not randomly but
with specific rhetorical intentions. This session will examine the rhetoric of comma splices—how we talk
about them and how students actually use them—and suggests ways we can help students master this
rhetorically charged comma use.

Empower and Engage Students in the Pre-Writing Process Through Mental Mapping for
Increased Contextual Understanding and Self-Directed Research
Wendy Doucette, East Tennessee State University
As instructors, we want our students to become successful critical thinkers who are able to internalize
and interpret complex and often conflicting information. The often-overlooked strategy of mental mapping
empowers students to make connections between concepts, ideas, and arguments in a way that is visual,
organic, and self-directed. This scaffolded learning process increases contextual understanding and helps
to organize thinking by making planning visible. Attendees will learn different types of mapping (no software
required)—which aid students in developing writing topics and academic arguments—and will be able to
incorporate them in their teaching.

What Do You Mean?: Code-Meshing and the Disconnect Between Sociolinguists and
Post-Secondary English Educators
Marielena Zajac, Kennesaw State University
This session will analyze the disconnect in discourse between sociolinguists and post-secondary English
educators regarding utilizing code-meshing practices for speakers of African American Vernacular English
(AAVE) and will investigate the origins, intentions, and importance of integrating AAVE, highlighting the
opportunities present in current post-secondary English pedagogical practices.

Teaching “The Essay” as a Pathway to Research and First-Year Writing
Laura Martin, Lander University
James Anderson, Lander University
This session will guide attendees through teaching “the essay,” as a flexible, adaptable, customizable form.
Using ignorance as a starting place, students develop research strategies that focus on their own gaps
in knowledge—as opposed to relying on pre-existing certainty, bias, or opinions. By working through the
essay-writing process as an exploration, students develop “high-quality ignorance,” which allows for deeper
authenticity. Complex essays allow students to combine multiple rhetorical strategies—narrative, interview,
immersion, argument—creating customized essays, instead of following a traditional five-paragraph format.
Along the path to the final essay, they alternate writing and research, showing their inextricable connection.
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SESSION FOUR
12:15 - 1:00 p.m.

Lunch

1:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Session Four Breakouts
Cultivating Creativity and Equity Through Labor-Based Grading
Morgan Read-Davidson, Chapman University
Liz Harmer, Chapman University
Jaime Campbell, Chapman University
Matt Goldman, Chapman University
Ariel Banayan, Chapman University
In this session, panelists will discuss successes and failures in using various versions of labor-based grading
during remote-learning, how and why their systems of grading evolved. All were seeking a more equitable
system conducive to the complex practice of writing, influenced by, but also grappling with tensions
within. Attendees can expect honest dialogue that confronts the difficulty of working against student and
administrative expectations cultivated by a dominant failure-based grading system, with useful takeaways
to continue this important work in their own classrooms.

Pedagogies and Practices of Hospitality in the Writing Classroom and Writing Center
James Cochran, Hartwick College
Sara Dye, Baylor University
This panel will consider how a “pedagogy of hospitality” can shape the teaching and tutoring of writing. By
outlining their distinct “pedagogies of hospitality,” the presenters will argue that a variety of approaches to
hospitality are needed for different situations and contexts. Recognizing diverse forms of hospitality, the
presenters will invite the audience to share their own practices of hospitality.

Service-Learning in the Pandemic
Stephanie Conner, College of Coastal Georgia
Emily Boyle, College of Coastal Georgia
Mary McGinnis, College of Coastal Georgia
The pandemic has provided both challenges and new opportunities for Service-Learning. This panel will
focus on these challenges and opportunities by exploring how three English faculty adapted and adjusted
Service-Learning classes during the Fall 2020 semester and will present strategies employed for ServiceLearning courses in a virtual and socially-distant environment.

2:00 - 2:15 p.m.

Break • Session Change
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SESSION FIVE
2:15 - 2:45 p.m.

Session Five Breakouts
Great Expectations? Interpreting Student Perceptions of College-Level Writing Characteristics
Zachary Garrett, Murray State University
This session will explore student understanding of the characteristics of college-level writing as part of
a larger survey of FYW students designed to identify challenges and changes experienced in the high
school/college transition. Applying this approach to other contexts requires reflective amplification of one’s
own beliefs about college writing. The purpose of this session will be to underscore the importance of
understanding the salient qualities of college-level writing for the educators who are implementing college
writing curricula, providing a basis in theory and practice for Stage 1 of a backward-design approach and
demonstrating a research-based strategy for understanding whether students are aware of those qualities
of writing.

Course Redesign in Times of COVID
Deborah Brown, Southern Oregon University
Peer tutoring Writing Centers support students in FYW courses, and effective peer tutor training is key to
this success. This session will explore how to redesign a traditionally delivered course into an effective,
engaging online format. Open Educational Resources provide quality materials to enhance these courses
at no cost to students. This method works for other writing courses as well, and participants will take away
step-by-step instructions for converting courses. These enhanced, converted courses will improve face-toface courses in the future.

Knowing Thyself: Getting Students to Dig Deep in Personal Narrative Essays
Eric Grunwald, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
The personal narrative essay is an excellent assignment for an expository writing course, but students
do not always explore themselves deeply. A modified version of Elbow’s layered freewriting that pushes
students toward uncomfortable emotions in selecting topics facilitates that. In this session, after receiving
a quick review of the pedagogical underpinnings of the practice, summaries of student feedback, and brief
samples of student work, participants will engage in the same process of topic selection that students did
to experience it for themselves. The importance of mid-process peer and instructor feedback will also be
discussed, and handouts on all these aspects will be provided.

Writing with Sources: Teaming Up to Cancel Big Brother
Margaret Fletcher, Clayton State University
Ashley Woodruff, Clayton State University
Overreliance on Web sources and social media can result in loss of personal agency. In this session, the
presenters will explain how a librarian and an English instructor collaborate to guide students through the
writing process using academic database searches and writing exercises focused on improving information
literacy for content development in FYW.

2:45 - 3:00 p.m.

Break • Session Change
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SESSION SIX
3:00 - 3:30 p.m.

Session Six Breakouts
Returning the Essay to Its Roots: A Creative Nonfiction Approach to the College
Admission/First-Year Writing Class Essay
Dustin Michael, Savannah State University
Neesha Navare, Saint Vincent’s Academy
In this session, the presenters will discuss how the creative nonfiction essay can be used as a model for
college admission essays and FYW essays that students across the United States are expected to write
each year. They will present real college admission prompts paired with accessible creative nonfiction
essays that can be used at the end of junior year or beginning of senior year as a catalyst for writing the
admission essay. Their discussion will work through the structure of the creative nonfiction essay and
how it applies to the admission essay and the longer expository prose pieces assigned to FYW students.
Attendees will gain specific techniques to introduce in their writing courses to improve the quality of their
students’ essays in the hope of improving their students’ chances of success in the college application
process and their college writing courses.

Scaffolding to Teach Revision: The Writing Development Tool
Holly Thornton, Appalachian State University
The challenges of revision as a metacognitive task and the blurring of revising and editing make it
underused. This session will explain a focused, individualized strategy to provide scaffolding for students
to understand effective revision. Participants will engage in using this tool with student work samples and
their own writing.

Peer Review 2.0: Online Video Conferences
Emily Grigg, Spartanburg Community College
In a pandemic world with coursework moving online, peer review video conferences are a way to connect
and engage students who may feel disconnected and help them write stronger academic essays. Students
in English Composition courses use peer review videos to provide positive feedback and offer constructive
criticism to assist their partner’s writing. In this session, attendees will learn how to implement the Peer
Review Video Conferences in their courses. Peer review is not just for helping students with their writing
but also life skills like developing better time management, lessening anxiety in presentations, organization
skills, and effective collaboration.

Transforming Uncertainty into Confidence and Engagement: Teaching Citation Styles in an
Online Workshop
Nikki Holland, Western Governors University
Sally Smits Masten, Western Governors University
This session will provide ideas for teaching citation styles in an online workshop setting. The presenters
draw from the research on teaching citation and illustrate how to address diverse learning styles, make
explicit procedural knowledge, and cultivate an environment where students’ referencing skills and selfefficacy beliefs can grow.

11

SESSION SEVEN
3:30 - 3:45 p.m.

Break • Session Change

3:45 - 4:15 p.m.

Session Seven Breakouts
Literature-Based Pedagogy in the Composition Classroom
Emily Sammons, West Nassau High School
In a world of multicultural communication, traditional literature gets pushed aside in favor of the most
innovative way to teach students writing skills across an array of curriculums. In this session, the presenter
will grapple with the key question: is integrating these approaches achievable, and does this choice of
pedagogy best serve the FYW classroom?

Generating Student Success in Distance Learning Classes Using Self-Efficacy Activities
Lindsay Knisely, University of California, Santa Cruz
Remote learners struggle with motivation, time management, and engagement, all of which can be
improved by implementing activities that build self-efficacy into the remote learning experience. This
session will showcase coursework and activities that build self-efficacy in UC Santa Cruz writing students
who are learning remotely. This session will include theories of self-efficacy, examples of exercises to
build students’ self-efficacy, and samples of students’ reflective writing about how they have increased
their self-efficacy while learning remotely. Attendees will leave with a folder of in-class activities they can
immediately put to use.

How to Write a Fact-Check Essay: Teaching News Evaluation At Two Levels
Natalie Ingalsbe, Georgia Southern University
News media literacy is perhaps more important now than ever, and many FYW instructors are incorporating
news analysis lessons into their curricula. This session will present two different research and essay
assignments, at two levels of complexity, that prompt students to evaluate the accuracy, depth, and
perspective of news content.

Grammarly and Student Success: Friend or Foe? Crutch or Tool?
Ruth Mirtz, Kansas State University - Polytechnic
Katherine Jones, Kansas State University - Polytechnic
Can the popular program Grammarly be integrated into FYW instruction? Issues involving AI (artificial
intelligence) in writing assistance programs and informal research into how Grammarly’s values skew typical
writing rubrics and efforts to teach through more nuanced process-oriented writing experiences will be
discussed through audience engagement and demonstrations. This session will describe how Grammarly
works and the issues surrounding its terms of service, practical uses, and audiences. It will end with a
discussion of specific pedagogical methods for teaching mechanics and style with Grammarly in mind.

4:15 - 4:30 p.m.

Break • Session Change
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SESSION EIGHT
4:30 - 5:00 p.m.

Session Eight Breakouts
Creativity in First-Year Writing
Hannah Davis, Texas Christian University
This session will demonstrate the value of employing Creativity Studies theory in the FYW classroom. The
presenter will describe preliminary results from a classroom study of a creativity-focused FYW course and
provide practical applications for composition instructors at all levels.

A Community of Their Own: Developing an Asynchronous Canvas Learning Environment
Carrie Wastal, University of California San Diego
Jennifer Marchisotto, University of California San Diego
Melinda Guillen, University of California San Diego
Recently propelled into the new reality of online teaching and learning, writing program directors realized
that establishing a sense of community in classes that emphasized peer workshops required a different
approach for asynchronous students. In response, they provided parallel community-building Learning
Management System (LMS) sites that generated student community and alleviated instructor workload.
Employing this model of parallel LMS sites for asynchronous students provides them with a community of
their own. Although asynchronous students enroll in different classes, conference with their own instructors,
and receive grades from their instructors, they also find community through consistent engagement on a
site of their own. In this session, attendees will consider how to use this model to enhance asynchronous
students’ sense of community.

Communication and Connection: Partnering Tutor Mentors and Workshops for
Writing Success in First-Year Writing
Brittany Cuenin, Lander University
Melody Johnson, Lander University
Writing Centers can be a valuable resource for any student who finds challenges in writing assignments,
but for first-year students, the connection with a center can be essential to success. To meet this need, the
Writing Center tutors of Lander University partnered with students to mentor them as part of a new selfplaced workshop corequisite designed to support students’ FYW class. This session will share details and
methods about the workshop, the mentors, and program designed for a first-year student’s communication
improvement and campus connection.

How to Write Like an Improviser: Challenging Assumptions about Failure and Writing
Through Improvisational Theater
Lauren Esposito, Marywood University
Learn to engage students in online, hybrid, and in-person writing classes through improvisational theater.
This interactive session will offer secondary and postsecondary teachers’ classroom applications for
building students’ confidence in writing. Attendees will participate in improv-based exercises and debriefing
discussions aimed at reframing failure as essential to learning, creativity, and innovation.
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SEE YOU NEXT YEAR

SSWC 2022

Student Success in Writing Conference

